AS WE GATHER

The Divine Service A
The Third Sunday in Advent
December 12, 2021
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THIRD SUNDAY OFW

In this season of Advent, we wait upon the Lord with gratitude. Zechariah's waiting days for
John the Baptist's birth were filled with great gratitude for the Lord’s promise about to be
fulfilled. In these remaining waiting days before our Savior’s birth, we are ever more grateful
for the arrival of the Promised One.

WORDS OF WELCOME/THEME OF THE DAY
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

In the name of the Father, and of the (:I-) Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent
of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the (:I) Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN

“The Advent of Our King”

LSB 331 verses 1,24
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1 The ad-vent of our King Our prayers must now em - ploy,
2 The ev -er - last -ing Son In - car - nate deigns to be,
4 As judge, on clouds of light, He soon will come a - gain
#an — 1 i | _P—F—f—d‘ ] i
= =T e Tt
And we must hymns of wel-come sing In strainsof ho - ly joy.
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Lord, have mer -cy up - on us. Christ, have mer-cy up -
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.
SALUTATION 2 Timothy 4:22
Pastor:  The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor:

Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, People: we implore You to hear our prayers and
to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

People:  Amen.



Lighting of the Advent Wreath & Children’s Message

“The Candle Carol” Chorus:

Christ is in our family

Light a candle for the bright Son  Alleluia Sing!

God sent down from above. Aren’t you glad

Advent news with joy we share He came to be

In the Spirit we love. Chorus. Our Brother and our King.
THE OLD TESTAMENT Zephaniah 3:14-20
Reader:  “Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with

Reader:
People:

EPISTLE
Reader:

Reader:
People:

all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem!"*The Lorp has taken away the
judgments against you; he has cleared away your enemies. The ng of
Israel, the LoRrb, is in your midst; you shall never again fear evil. "®0n that
day it shai! be said to Jerusalem: “Fear not, O Zion; let not your hands grow
weak. "The Lorb your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he
will rejoice over you with gladness; he W|Il quiet you by his love;

he will exult over you with loud singing. ®| will gather those of you who
mourn for the festival, so that you will no longer suffer reproach. *Behold,
at that time | will deal with all your oppressors. And | will save the lame and
gather the outcast and | will change their shame into praise and renown in
all the earth. °At that time | will bring you in, at the time when | gather you
together; for | will make you renowned and pralsed among all the peoples
of the earth, when | restore your fortunes before your eyes,” says the LORD.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Phih’ppfans 4:4-7

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. ’Let your
reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; °do not be
anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supphcatlon with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. "And the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



HOLY GOSPEL Luke 7:18-28

Pastor:

Pastor:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the seventh chapter.
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"8The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, "calling two
of his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is
to come, or shall we look for another?” ®And when the men had come to him,
they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is
to come, or shall we look for another?”” 2'In that hour he healed many people
of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind he
bestowed sight. “And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have
seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed,
and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached
to them. 2>And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”

2When John's messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds
concerning John: "What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed
shaken by the wind? ®What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft
clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury
are in kings' courts. *What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell
you, and more than a prophet. *’This is he of whom it is written, “’Behold, | send
my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.’

2% tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one
who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.
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NICENE CREED

People:

HYMN OF THE DAY “O Christ, Our True and Only Light”

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the
only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were
made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and
was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the

Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy
Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life

J« of the world to come. Amen.

LSB 839, Verses 1 & 3
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hear Your voice And in Your fold  with us re - joice.
sore op - pressed In You find peace and heav’'n - ly  rest



SERMON “Who is Jesus” Pastor Scott Henze

OFFERTORY Psalm 51:10-12
|
EGEa2 . . J: ="
!) @
Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re-
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way fromThy pres-ence, and take not Thy Ho-ly  Spir-it
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from me. Re - store un-to me the joy of Thy sal -va -
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OFFERING
"Come to Us, O Promised One” Adult Choir, 11:00 AM
OFFERTORY PRAYER

Pastor: Let us pray: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day
by day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life
in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to
offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

People: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Petitions end, “Lord in your mercy” Congregation responds, “Hear Our Prayer”

A word about Holy Communion: We welcome to the Lord’s Table all baptized Christians who
believe in the Real Presence of Christ in this sacrament and believe that in this eating and
drinking, we receive the forgiveness of sins and the power to amend our sinful lives. Children
who have not yet been instructed may come forward for a blessing, crossing their arms over
the chest thus indicating they will not receive the elements.




SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Stand as you are able.

PREFACE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
SANCTUS ‘ Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Ho - ly, ho - ly ho - lyLordGod of Sab - a-oth;
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heav’n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho -san - na,
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ho - san - na, ho - san-na in the high -est. Bless-ed is He,
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bless-edis He, bless-edis He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.



THE LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PEACE OF THE LORD

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People:  And also with you.

AGNUS DEI John 1:29
f) |
_’{(5 p jl : - = o—p—
e) —
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world, have mer-cyup-onus. O Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that
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tak -est a-way the sin of theworld, havemer-cyup-on us.
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O  Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.



DISTRIBUTION MUSIC

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” LSB 338
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set Thy peo-ple free;

1 Come, Thoulong-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, Born to
2 Born Thy peo-ple to de-liv-er; Born a child and yet a king!
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From our fears and sins re-lease us; Let us find our rest in Thee.
Born to reign in  us for-ev -er, Now Thy gra - cious king-dom bring.
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Is - rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, Hope of all the earth Thou art,
By Thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it Rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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Dear de - sire of ev-’ry na-tion, Joy of ev-’ry long-ing heart.
By Thine all-suf - fi - cient mer-it Raise us  to Thy glo-rious throne.
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“Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring” LSB 353
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1 Je - sus came, the heav’ns a - dor-ing, Came with peace from
2 Je - sus comes a - gain in mer - cy When our hearts are
3 Je - sus comes to hearts re - joic - ing, Bring - ing news  of
4 Je - sus comes in joy and sor - row, Shares a - like our
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realms on high; Je - sus came fo win  re - demp - tion,

worn with care; Je - sus comes a - gain in an - swer

sins for - giv’n; Je - sus comes with words of glad - ness,

hopes and fears; Je - sus comes, what - e’er be - falls us,
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Low - ly came on eath to  die; Al - le - lu - ial

To an  ear - nest, heart - felt prayer; Al - le - lu - ial

Lead - ing souls re-deemed to heav'n. Al - le - lu - ial

Cheers our hearts and dries our tears, Al - le - lu - ial
f) (—— ] L 1 '

| I : F | | I | 4-} — i I

I ‘! ; @ i gj i g_‘l £/

Al - le - Ju - ial Came in deep hu - mil - i - ty.

Al - le - lu - ia!l Comes to save  us from de - spair.

Al - le - lu - ia! Hope to all the  world is giv'n.

Al - le - In - ial Com - forts wus in fail - ing years.

NUNC DIMITTIS Luke 2:29-3:2
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(Continued)
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it  was in the beginning,
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isnow,and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A -men.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION
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RECESSIONAL HYMN <“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” LSB 803 verses 1,2 & 3
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1 Joy-ful, joy - ful we a - dore Thee, God of glo -y, Lord of lovel!
2 All Thy works with joy sur-round Thee, Earth and heav’n re -flect Thy rays,
A 3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, Ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,

i T T i I K T
ﬁﬂ\w | r !F ! i f._'% T e E—- E— r—ﬁﬂj:

Hearts un-fold like flow’rs be-fore Thee, Prais-ing Thee, their sun a - bove.

Stars and an-gels sing a-roundThee, Cen - ter of un-bro-ken praise.

Well-spring of the joy of liv-ing, O - cean-depth of hap-py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad-ness, Drive the gloom of doubt a-way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, Flow-’ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Fa - ther, Son, and Ho-ly Spir - it, Foun-tain-head of love di-vine:
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Giv - er of im - mor - tal glad-ness, Fill us with the light of day.
Chant-ing bird, and flow - ing foun-tain Call us to re-joice in Thee.
Joy - ful, we Thy heav’n in - her - it! Joy-ful, we by grace are Thine!

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....
People: Disciples making disciples.

Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

If you have a prayer request we invite you to come up to the altar following the
worship service to pray with someone from our prayer team.

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
Rev. Scott Henze
Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director
580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326
Church Office (954) 384-9096 t office@stpaulweston.org
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www.stpaulweston.org

Sunday Worship Services: 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Adult Bible Study at 10:00 AM; Sunday School for children and Youth at 9:45 AM



